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BRIGHTON & HOVE CITY COUNCIL
COUNCIL
4.30pm 29 JANUARY 2009
COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOVE TOWN HALL
MINUTES

Present: Councillors Peltzer Dunn (Chairman), C Theobald (Deputy Chairman), Alford,
Allen, Barnett, Bennett, Mrs Brown, Carden, Caulfield, Mrs Cobb, Davey,
Davis, Drake, Duncan, Elgood, Fallon-Khan, Fryer, Hamilton, Harmer-
Strange, Hawkes, Hyde, Janio, Kemble, Kennedy, Kitcat, Lainchbury,
Lepper, Marsh, McCaffery, Meadows, Mears, Mitchell, Morgan, Mrs Norman,
K Norman, Older, Oxley, Pidgeon, Randall, Rufus, Simpson, Simson, Smart,
Smith, Steedman, G Theobald, Turton, Wakefield-Jarrett, Watkins, Wells,
West, Wrighton and Young

PART ONE

STATUTORY OR VOLUNTARY DISCLOSURE BY COUNCILLORS OF INTERESTS
IN MATTERS APPEARING ON THE AGENDA.

Councillor Theobald referred to Item 52(b) and stated that he had been appointed by the
Secretary of State to a quango and as such wished to declare a personal but non-
prejudicial interest in the matter.

Councillor Mears referred to item 52(d) and stated that she had a personal but non-
prejudicial interest.

Councillor Janio referred to item 52(b) and stated that as a member of the South east
Regional Flood Defence Committee he had a personal but non-prejudicial interest in the
matter.

TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF (A) THE SPECIAL
COUNCIL AND (B) THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 4TH
DECEMBER 2008 (COPIES ATTACHED).

The minutes of (a) the Special Meeting and (b) the last ordinary meeting held on the 4"
December 2008 were approved as a correct record of the proceedings.
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MAYOR'S COMMUNICATIONS.

The Mayor stated that he took little pleasure in having to speak on the following matter
given the manner in which it had come to light and had felt that the action was
indefensible and had impacted on an individual's privacy. However, he wished to offer
his thanks and appreciation for the support and unwavering service that the Chief
Executive has given to both the council and to him personally. The Chief Executive
epitomised the type of officer that any excellent local authority would want to have. He
had been able to rise to the top of the organisation and had achieved a great deal,
bringing a level of humour and humanity to the role of Chief Executive which was rare
indeed. He hoped that the Chief Executive was as successful in whatever role he chose
for his future career path and that the council would join him in offering its best wishes to
the Chief Executive.

Councillor Mears stated that she wished to disassociate the Conservative Group from
the recent media coverage and to thank the Chief Executive on behalf of the
Administration for all the help and support he had given, which had proved to be
invaluable. She also wished to offer her personal thanks to the Chief Executive and to
say that she hoped he would fulfil a long-term ambition of playing the banjo at a fringe
festival, and that she would be there to see it.

Councillor Mitchell stated that she wished to thank the Chief Executive on behalf of the
Labour Group for his service to the council and the city and to express the Group’s deep
sadness at his untimely departure. She echoed the comments of other city leaders and
thanked the Chief Executive for his sound advice and integrity over the years and
wished him well in his future endeavours.

Councillor Randall stated that he wished to offer the thanks and appreciation of the
Green Group to the Chief Executive. He especially noted the knowledge and passion
that the Chief Executive held for the city which had been reflected in many projects
plans that had been taken forward and had enabled aspects such as the sports forum to
come to fruition and highlight the needs of sport within the city. He had always been
helpful and even handed in dealing with the minority groups on the council and would be
missed.

Councillor Elgood stated that he wished to add the Liberal Democrat’s thanks and
appreciation for the work and leadership shown by the Chief Executive, who always had
the city’s interest at heart. His friendly advice and courtesy had helped to define the city
for what it was today.

The Mayor thanked the respective Group Leaders for their comments and asked that
the council’'s good wished be passed onto Green Group’s Convenor, Councillor Taylor,
who was recovering from a recent operation. He then asked the Chief Executive if he
wished to address the council.

The Chief Executive thanked the council for its support over the years and the
comments that had been made. He stated that it had been a privilege and an honour to
serve the council and the city.
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The Mayor then informed the council that he had agreed to take an urgent report
regarding the appointment of an Acting Chief Executive, which he proposed to take as
item 45A on the agenda.

The Mayor then invited Councillor Cobb to come forward and receive a Green Apple
gold award for environmental best practice for the Young Environmentalist of the Year
Scheme, run by the council’s Sustainability Team.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND HEAD OF PAID SERVICE

The Mayor noted that the report of the Chief Executive had been circulated and was
considered to be a mater of urgency in view of the early retirement of the Chief
Executive approved by the Governance Committee at its meeting on the 13 January and
the need to avoid a gap pending the appointment of a new Chief Executive.

Councillor Randall stated that the Green Group fully supported the proposed
appointment of the Acting Chief Executive; however he wished to move an amendment
to recommendation 2.3 of the report, so that the appointment was made on the existing
salary of the Director of Strategy & Governance. He believed that in having regard to
the current economic climate and possible redundancies faced by council employees it
would not be appropriate to appoint the Acting Chief Executive within the existing salary
scale for the post of Chief Executive.

Councillor Kennedy formerly seconded the proposal.

Councillor Mears stated that she understood the sentiment behind the proposal, but felt
that the Acting Chief Executive would be performing the role of Chief Executive and as
such this should be reflected in the level of remuneration given to the post holder.

The Mayor noted that an amendment had been moved and put the amendment to the
vote which was lost.

The Mayor then put the recommendations as listed in the report to the vote which were
carried.

RESOLVED -

(1) That Mr Alex Bailey be appointed as Acting Chief Executive and Head of Paid
Service pending the appointment of a permanent Chief Executive;

(2) That the proposed Acting arrangements regarding the roles of Director of Strategy
& Governance and Monitoring Officer be noted; and

(3) That the Acting Assistant Director of Human Resources, after consultation with the
Leader of the Council, and the Leaders/Convenor of the other Groups, be
authorised to agree the terms and conditions of employment of the Acting Chief
Executive within the existing salary scale for the post of Chief Executive.
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TO RECEIVE PETITIONS FROM MEMBERS.

The Mayor invited the submission of petitions from councillors. He reminded the council
that petitions would be referred to the appropriate decision-making body without debate
and the councillor presenting the petition would be invited to attend the meeting to which
the petition was referred.

Councillor Kemble presented a petition signed by 109 residents concerning the right of
way at Hove Lagoon.

Councillor Davis presented a petition signed by 372 residents concerning the speed
restrictions, “Twenty is Plenty’ for the east end of Goldsmid Ward.

Councillor Davis presented a petition signed by 20 residents concerning the proposed
Park House development.

Councillor Davis presented a petition signed by 29 residents concerning parking in
Shirley Street.

Councillor Davis presented a petition signed by 50 residents concerning libraries.

Councillor Hamilton presented a petition signed by 72 residents concerning libraries.

Counciller v it igned-byovera41.000residen oncerning-the
Farner—and-Eastern-Road-Partnerships. “Councillor Fryer presented a petition which
she believed taken together with the petition to be presented by Councillor Mitchell
amounted to over 1,000 signatories, concerning the Tarner and Eastern Road
Partnerships.” (Amended at Council on 19.03.09)

Councillor Mitchell presented a petition signed by 583 residents concerning the Eastern
Road & Tarner Area Partnerships.

Councillor Carden presented a petition signed by 56 residents concerning libraries.

Councillor McCaffery presented a petition signed by 77 residents concerning parking in
Southdown Avenue.

Councillor McCaffery presented a petition signed by 30 residents concerning parking in
Preston Park.

Councillor Davey presented a petition signed by 29 residents concerning visitors’ bays
in Stroudley Road.

Councillor Davey presented a petition on behalf of Councillor Taylor signed by 1,067
residents concerning the regeneration of London Road.

Councillor Allen presented a petition signed by 51 residents concerning IT provision in
libraries.
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Councillor Turton presented a petition signed by 85 residents concerning Whitehawk
and Rottingdean Libraries.

Councillor Mrs Brown presented a petition signed by 130 residents concerning the
proposed Park House development.

Councillor Hawkes presented a petition signed by 98 residents concerning the state of
children’s equipment in Bates Estate.

Councillor Elgood presented a petition signed by 200 residents concerning the recent
changes in the network rail time-table.

Councillor Bennett presented a petition signed by 28 residents concerning parking
restrictions in Bennett Avenue.

Councillor Bennett presented a petition signed by 28 residents concerning Hyde Flats.

Councillor Bennett presented a petition signed by 49 residents concerning library
opening hours.

Councillor Wells presented a petition signed by 88 residents concerning libraries.

Councillor Barnett presented a petition signed by 1,104 residents concerning Hangleton
Junior swimming pool.

Councillor Randall presented a petition on behalf of Councillor Taylor signed by 92
residents concerning libraries.

WRITTEN QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.

The Mayor reported that five written questions had been received from members of the
public and invited Mr Hawtree to come forward and address the council.

Mr. Hawtree asked the following question:

"With the emerging Library Plan in mind, could Councillor Smith please tell us what
steps he will be taking to ensure that all teenage pupils in this authority's schools are
introduced to the library service and encouraged to make full use of it?"

Councillor Smith stated that "All reception age school children (4-5 year olds) and all
new year 7 intake, (11+ year olds) are being automatically joined up to the public library
through our easy joining arrangements, and their membership cards sent out directly to
their homes. Library staff are working closely with schools to encourage children and
teenagers to read and use our libraries, through new projects, events and activities
around reading and writing. For instance, a creative writing programme has begun in
partnership with three local secondary schools, and we are planning new online book
groups for teenagers. This will build on the existing reading group for 7-11 year olds
called ‘Chatterbooks’ which meets fortnightly. Brainwaves, a study support group for
teenagers is running in Jubilee Library, and a new ‘Manga’ Group has been set up in
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partnership with Varndean School for teenagers to draw graphic novel type stories.
Libraries are also working in partnership with the Children & Young People’s Trust, to
develop a City-wide Reading Strategy to encourage reading and improve literacy levels
across the city.”

Mr Hawtree asked the following supplementary question:

‘I am irresistibly reminded of John Lennon and his scriptures on local government.
Perhaps you will remember, Councillor Smith, in December 1966 he discovered that
there were 4,000 holes in Blackburn, Lancashire and, in fact, | think he would be
shocked to find that the situation here is rather worse. In the Jubilee Library there are
256, | had to count them all the other day. These are the sockets for the wiring above
shelves which are still non-existent. As it is if the city’s teenagers were all inspired by
your various plans to borrow just one book, there would be no books left on the ground
floor. At a time when the council has found other building work difficult to carry out,
could we have these long expected shelves built and well filled so that teenagers and all
other readers can explore books that in these times above all can make such a
difference to the course of life?

In America recently with the recession the use of libraries has gone up considerably.”

Councillor Smith responded, “We do our best in the city under our resources and he
knows it very well and | think any Member of this chamber does, that we do the best we
can for the citizens of our city.”

The Mayor thanked Mr Hawtree for his questions and invited Ms Offer to come forward
and address the council. The Mayor noted that Ms Offer was not present at the meeting
and therefore a written response would be given by Councillor Theobald.

The Mayor then invited Mr Unwin to come forward and address the council. The Mayor
noted that Mr Unwin was not present at the meeting and therefore a written response
would be given by Councillor Theobald.

The Mayor then invited Mr Savvides to come forward and address the council.
Mr Savvides asked the following question:

“The area east of the railway bridge was a designated Air Quality Management Area. In
2007 when discussing this area, and the effect the dump would have on the air quality,
council environment officers said that air quality would deteriorate as a result of the
heavier traffic caused by the dump. In addition the council representatives suggested
that they would consult the local population in order to find a solution to this problem. |
would like to know what steps the council has taken to monitor the air quality in the
residential areas around the dump, what happened to the consultation and what they
propose to do to improve the air quality? | would also like to ask that if any monitoring of
the facility is carried out can that be by an independent body, rather than Veolia, and
that the results of this monitoring be made public?”

Councillor Theobald stated "Thank you for your question. The council is discussing with
the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) the next steps for the
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monitoring arrangements for our Air Quality Management Area and Air Quality Action
Plan. We have a local Air Quality Strategy that applies to the entire city and | would
recommend that residents look at our City Airwatch Website which has excellent up to
date information on air quality across Brighton & Hove."

Mr Savvides asked the following supplementary question:

“I am also monitoring the quality of the air that is being filtered from the Waste Transfer
Station because, as | understood it, the filters needed to be changed on a weekly basis
in order to make sure that the air being driven out from there is safe for us to breathe in
the locality.”

Councillor Theobald responded “We are constantly monitoring air quality right the way
across the city and regular inspections are made of what you term ‘the dump’ but what
we refer to as the Waste Transfer Station and that has regular inspections to ensure that
all is well.”

The Mayor thanked Mr Savvides for his questions and invited Ms Deller to come forward
and address the council. The Mayor noted that Ms Deller was not present at the
meeting and therefore a written response would be given by Councillor Theobald.

DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.

The Mayor reported that two Deputations had been received and invited Ms Summers
as the spokesperson for the first deputation to come forward and address the council.

Ms Summers thanked the Mayor and stated that:

“As you will know proposals by developers, St James’s Investments, for London Road
publicised in the summer of last year include a 3-storey Tesco Superstore incorporating
a hundred thousand square foot of food and non-food retail space, a car park of at least
950 spaces and other retail, commercial and residential development. The developers’
own consultation never asked the community whether or not they would like a Tesco
store or car park.

Another London Road, a voluntary group of local residents and stakeholders, however,
continually consult with the public using hand delivered leaflets, street stalls, one line
feedback and comments on Facebook and to their email address and hosted a drop-in
meeting in July last year, which alone attracted 150 people in just two hours. We ask
what people like and dislike about London Road and what they want and don’t want in
the future. The vision that emerges is of a vibrant, diverse shopping street with interest
and character, less traffic and more pedestrianisation and greenery, a thriving open
market, arts and community facilities and a secure base for creative, local businesses.
Many say that with its four existing supermarkets London Road does not need a fifth.

Another London Road has today, as you know, submitted a petition signed by 1,067
people. We can also report that our Facebook group has 536 members and our on-line
mailing list has 270.
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Most people agree that improvements to London Road are needed and it is easy to
assume that the increase in shoppers coming to the area for the new store will benefit
existing shops and businesses but with this all in one model shoppers are effectively
encouraged to drive to the store, do all their shopping under one roof, then drive straight
home again and many local traders fear this is inevitable.

Statistically, since Tesco gets £1 in every £8 of all retail sales they are able to sell
almost anything they choose. Those traders on London Road selling groceries, bread,
meat, books, newspapers, DVDs, consumer electronics, mobile phones, clothing and at
least 18 other goods or services within 500 metres of the proposed new store will see
direct competition from this retail giant.

When a supermarket opens its competitors’ shops close because they cannot compete
on price and there is a net job loss, as has been the case in Hove following the 2003
Tesco superstore opening. The importance of small shops to local jobs is reinforced by
the council’s very own high profile ‘buy local’ campaign which stresses how local shops
and producers are a vital part of Brighton & Hove’s local economy and its unique
character and diversity.

St James’s Investments’ proposals are in direct conflict with the council’s London Road
Central Masterplan. Their plans would involve demolishing New England House with no
clear provision for those small businesses currently occupying it. The new car park is
clearly aimed to encourage more people to drive to the London Road and can only
serve to worsen congestion and air quality and no amount of flow improvement can hide
that. Furthermore, the council’s retail study 2006 recommends that, and | quote,
‘proposed development should be of a scale appropriate to the function of the town
centre’.

We have got three requests please to put to the council.

Firstly, we ask Councillors to recognise that there is considerable feeling against the
current St James’s Investments’ proposal and to acknowledge the validity of and
support for an improved London Road which does not include a new supermarket or car
park.

Secondly, we call on the council to accept the evidence that a new supermarket in
London Road is highly likely to result in a net job loss and bring about the closure of
existing small shops which the council is so keen to support. We have also asked for
acknowledgement that it puts the historic open market very much at risk.

Thirdly and finally, we ask that Another London Road be recognised as a group
generally representing a significant proportion of the community and therefore consulted
and kept informed on any matter affecting the development of the area.”

Councillor Kemble stated that “Brighton & Hove City Council has indeed written up and
has consulted widely on a Supplementary Planning Document for the London Road
Central area. This document will set out the council’s planning policy for the area but
council has been made aware by St James’s Investments that they will not be
submitting any proposals for the area until the Supplementary Planning Document has
been published and adopted.
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All proposals that come forward from whatever source for any development within the
area will be assessed against the prevailing planning framework.

The draft Supplementary Planning Document is currently being finalised in response to
the information received from the consultations and conducted as part of the process for
preparing the document. The draft SPD will be published for public consultation in
spring 2009. Could | ask you to ensure that your organisation takes a full and active
part in the consultation when it is released. | am sure you can appreciate that | can’t
comment on any potential planning application.”

The Mayor thanked Ms Summers for attending the meeting and speaking on behalf of
the deputation. He explained that the points had been noted and deputation would now
be referred to the Enterprise, Employment & Major Projects Cabinet Member Meeting
for consideration. The persons forming the deputation would be invited to attend the
meeting and would be informed subsequently of any action to be taken or proposed in
relation to the matter set out in the deputation.

The Mayor then invited Dr Barker as the spokesperson for the second deputation to
come forward and address the council.

Dr Barker thanked the Mayor and stated:

‘From HydeMartlet's Statement of Community Engagement you may think local
residents are largely in favour of this scheme. The fact that more than fifty firm and
considered objections, many more signatures, have been received by the council shows
just how far local feeling has been misrepresented in this matter. Local people have the
strongest objections to these plans and will not acquiesce in them as they stand.

72 units are far too many — socially and environmentally — for both current and for
prospective residents. We have all seen the plans, we all know the area. This is an
unprecedented density of occupation and an unprecedentedly large building. All our
objections spring from this point.

| refer Councillors to written objections on the inability of the local infrastructure to
support so large a scheme. Shops are not easily accessible — especially with
pushchairs, let alone by disabled people; public transport is not readily amenable;
surgeries are full. This is a suburban area, not a city centre. To provide only 24
parking-spaces is either naive or cynical. There will inevitably be greatly increased
pressure on local parking both north and south of the A270, especially given the
displacement of an extra 16 spaces on Hove Park Gardens. The traffic-lights at the
crossroads — backed up to Hove Park Villas in the rush hour — will be even more hard-
pressed to cope with an increase in service vehicles, inevitable delivery lorries and taxis,
without any extra car-traffic, let alone the dream of 100 bicycles. How many more
accidents must there be?

72 units on this site mean a building which is too large as seen from the outside and too
small as lived in on the inside. The plan is for poky units with poky outdoor spaces —
balconies and terraces which open straight onto the main road. Read HydeMartlet’s
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own noise survey if you think these could be usable. Residents do not sit out in front
gardens opposite.

72 units entail a vast visual impact on the area. At five storeys the building would
overlook and dominate all the neighbouring properties — even flats. It would be as high
as most established nearby trees — those, at least, that HydeMartlet doesn’t propose
felling — and a storey and a half higher than tall private houses. It would reach
unacceptably close to the pavement. At present the established tree-line makes a
continuous sweep from Hove Park to the Recreation Ground. HydeMartlet proposes
replacing what is essentially a continuation of the suburban parkscape with a lowering
and unrelieved urban fagade hardly screened by the miniature elms it proposes to
squeeze uneasily between the building and the pavement.

72 units, finally, means that the Edwardian Park House itself must be destroyed and we
wonder why. Many similar period properties have been refurbished in the area. This
one, surrounded by established palms, is not only attractive but architecturally in
keeping with the area. It would convert readily into desirable flats.

But this bloated scheme — pushed aggressively in the face of local opinion — has regard
to nothing except the number of units that it can pack onto the Park House site. The
concerns of residents, neighbours, visitors and passers through have been treated as
afterthoughts. Concessions have been both laughable and cynical. This is not an
appropriate use of this attractive and important site. On behalf of more than 50 local
households, | urge Councillors to reject this application.”

Councillor Theobald stated that “I do have to say to you, as | expect you already know,
the application has been submitted and is being assessed by officers and the decision
on this application will be made by Members of the Planning Committee. The
comments that you have made and indeed there have been two petitions | think, if not
three, presented to the Mayor this afternoon and all these will be taken into
consideration and assessed before any decision is made. As | expect you know one
resident is able to come along and talk for, | think it is three minutes, to the Planning
Committee to express your views.

You may rest assured that your comments will be taken into account by officers when
they come to a decision as to what to recommend the Planning Committee to do and
then it is a matter for the individual Members of the Planning Committee to vote.”

The Mayor thanked Dr Barker for attending the meeting and speaking on behalf of the
deputation. He explained that the points had been noted and deputation would now be
referred to the Planning Committee for consideration. The persons forming the
deputation would be invited to attend the meeting and would be informed subsequently
of any action to be taken or proposed in relation to the matter set out in the deputation.

WRITTEN QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS.

The Mayor reminded the council that councillors’ questions and the replies from the
appropriate councillor were now taken as read by reference to the list included in the
addendum, which had been circulated as detailed below:

10



COUNCIL 29 JANUARY 2009

49.2

49.3

49.4

49.5

49.6

49.7

(a) Councillor Wrighton asked:

“With increasing moves towards an online planning applications system could the
Planning Committee Chairman confirm that the current service, which makes publicly
available a hard copy of each planning application in the Town Hall reception, will
continue in parallel?”

Councillor Hyde replied:

“The council is aware that whilst an increasing number of applications are made online
and all applications are electronically scanned and available to view on the website,
there is still significant demand from customers to view applications in hard copy. In
these circumstances, the current service, which makes available a paper copy of each
planning application for public inspection at the City Direct office at Hove Town Hall,
will continue for the foreseeable future.”

Councillor Wrighton asked a supplementary question, “Would the Planning Committee
Chairman commit to keeping all Members informed of any proposed changes to the
availability of plans?”

Councillor Hyde replied, “Yes, | am prepared to inform all Members regarding
changes.”

(b) Councillor McCaffery asked:

“This Authority has an excellent Children's Service and apparently better than many
others. However in the wake of the tragic case of Baby P in Haringey, would the
Leader of the Council please inform this Council that the safety afforded to our
vulnerable children will not be compromised by pressure on the budgets for those
services?”

Councillor Mrs Brown replied:

“In securing its savings targets for 2009/10 the general approach has been to minimise
any significant impact on front-line delivery of services to children and young people.
There has also been a focus on the importance of targeting resources on vulnerable
children and young people.

The overall approach to 2009/10 represents the first stage of a three year budget
strategy. The CYPT is two years old and the budget strategy will align with the
development of the Trust at the next stage and be reflected in the new Children and
Young People’s Plan.

The main elements of the strategy include:

e An overall reduction in management costs

Review of the area model for delivery

Review and rationalisation of accommodation
Reduction in Independent Fostering Agency placements
Ensuring value for money
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In addition consideration has been given to the identification of expenditure which is
not linked to meeting the needs of vulnerable children.

The CYPT has implemented a stock take of the effectiveness of its safeguarding
practice. Outline findings and proposals for future action have been shared with the
CYPT Board and regular updates are planned.

Although there is much to be proud of in relation to Children’s Services in Brighton and
Hove the CYPT is not complacent and following events in Haringey and elsewhere
there is a recognition of the need to ensure effective provision for vulnerable children
and families.

Increase in activity and referrals arising from the Baby P case are being monitored and
a new recruitment and retention strategy for social workers is in hand.”

Councillor McCaffery asked a supplementary question, “| am, as you will know, very
pleased to note the focus on resources for vulnerable children. However, | have some
concerns over a number of elements in the strategy but in relation to safeguarding
there is evidence locally, as well as nationally, that our mental health services are
insufficient to meet the demand from young people, children and their families.

What measures are in place to remedy this situation?”

Councillor Mrs Brown replied, “Our care services are rated highly in this city and we do
believe our systems are robust but, of course, we are not complacent. We do have a
very good record for child protection work. In 2006 we were only judged to be
adequate but in the last two years, 2007 and 2008, we were judged to be good.”

(c) Councillor McCaffery asked:

“The new constitution has established an Inclusion Partnership for the City, primarily
composed of the statutory bodies. This | fully support. However in what Forum can
representatives of minority groups place their concerns over employment or service
delivery before the Council, and how are elected councillors informed as to whether
our Council's equalities policies are being carried out efficiently and effectively?”

Councillor Simson replied:

“The council has a number of ways members of the public and members can express
their concerns over matters including employment or service delivery. This can be
done via individual members, letters or questions to a committee or Cabinet meeting.
The Overview and Scrutiny Commission specifically has within its remit the overview
of the Council’s Equalities and Inclusion activities. Additionally, where there are areas
of significant community interest the council has forums to ensure consultation across
major policy and service considerations — for example Community Safety, Housing
Strategy and tenant engagement. Specific arrangements also exist for equalities within
the Racial Harassment Forum and the disabilities and gender equalities scheme
groups.”
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Councillor McCaffery asked a supplementary question, “Unfortunately, | don’t think
letters or questions to committees are sufficient for minority communities to voice their
concerns. As everybody knows it is actually quite nerve-racking to do that.

| note the Overview & Scrutiny Commission has within its remit the overview of the
council’s equalities and inclusion policies. Would the Councillor inform me how many
equality impact assessments have been or will be reported to OSC this financial
year?”

Councillor Simson replied, “Unfortunately | cannot give you that level of detail here at
this meeting today but | will certainly ensure that you get it.”

(d) Councillor Hamilton asked:

"In the constitution, part 3, | refer to Rule 7: Order of Business at Meetings of the
Council. This states under item (n): To receive and consider the reports and
recommendations of the Cabinet and/or Cabinet Members. Why is this not
happening?"

Councillor Ann Norman replied:

“Councillor Hamilton is right in saying that Council Procedure Rule 7.1.(n) refers to
receiving and considering reports and recommendations of the Cabinet and/or Cabinet
members. However, this does not require ALL reports or recommendations going to
the Cabinet and Cabinet Member Meetings to be referred to Council. This rule
anticipates cases where Cabinet reports and recommendations need to come to
Council. By way of example, such cases include:

e Decisions that are reserved to Full Council because they involve approving the
budget or the policy framework, or the proposed decision is otherwise outside the
budget and policy framework. An example of this is the item on today’s agenda
regarding equal pay.

e Cases were a Notice of Motion is referred to the Cabinet or CMM and the decision
needs to be reported to Council for information. An example of this is item 54(a) on
today’s agenda which reports to Council for information the decision of the
Environment CMM on Green Spaces and Inequality.

The practice of the Council so far has therefore been entirely consistent with the
requirements of the Constitution.”

Councillor Hamilton asked a supplementary question, “Do you agree that Councillors
should be better informed about decisions taken at Cabinet and Cabinet Member
Meetings?”

Councillor Ann Norman replied, “ltem 50 on today’s agenda reads: Reports of the
Cabinet, Cabinet Member Meetings and Committees and items may be referred in the
same way as under the previous committee system. It is up to Members to ask for
items to be referred.”
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(e) Councillor Kitcat asked:

“Could ClIr Theobald provide details on any consultation held with emergency services
over the type and location of communal bins being introduced to Regency Ward? In
particular were individual bin locations discussed, particularly with regard to ensuring
safe access and preventing fire hazards?”

Councillor Theobald replied:

“The City Council would not usually consult the emergency services for placing
objects, or indeed determining the locations for cars to park, on the public highway,
unless they form part of a safety scheme or traffic calming proposal.

The specific locations of the communal bins to which you refer have been determined
with Highways and Traffic engineers who fully consider road safety issues as well as
access for emergency services and delivery vehicles, on this basis we have not asked
the ambulance service, the fire or police authorities also to view the location of each
bin.

| am pleased to mention our strong and positive links with the East Sussex Fire
Authority. Clir Ted Kemble as the Vice Chairman of the Authority discussed the
communal bin scheme with the Chief Fire Officer sometime ago and they are satisfied
that they do not pose an additional fire risk.”

Councillor Kitcat asked a supplementary question, “I have to say | am quite concerned
by Councillor Theobald’s response.

My colleague, Councillor Rufus, yesterday met with the Borough Fire Commander who
categorically stated that he had not been consulted on the communal bin scheme. |
wonder if Councillor Theobald will commit to providing all new types of communal bins
to East Sussex Fire Authority for testing, because it has not yet been done, and
whether he will work with the Fire Service on the implications of these bins being so
close to cars which could result in a major fire and is of concern to the Borough
Commander?”

Councillor Theobald replied. “The answer quite simply is no, Mr Mayor. To actually
send to East Sussex Fire Brigade and ask them to look at every single bin and the
location in every single road, | think makes an absolute nonsense. The answer is
explained very carefully here in these three paragraphs and | invite you to re-read
them Councillor Kitcat.”

(f) Councillor Harmer-Strange asked:
“Can the Cabinet Member for Enterprise, Employment & Major Projects explain what
change was there in the footfall figures in city centre over the Christmas period, and

what does he believe is responsible for the change?”

Councillor Kemble replied:
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“During the Christmas period footfall measures in the City as produced by Experian
and published by the Business Forum showed a significant increase. In the week of
Christmas, city centre footfall was up almost 10% on last year. And across the four
week period we had almost 70,000 more visitors in the city centre compared to the
same time last year.

Feedback from traders and business associations generally confirmed positive
volumes of visitors and shoppers. There will be a number of reasons why this footfall
has increased. | am convinced that the suspension of major road works made a very
positive contribution to this increase. In the same period, we launched a ‘Buy-Local’
campaign promoting the benefits of spending locally.

Much credit should also go to the retailers themselves. The quality of window displays,
support for the Business Improvement District and the Christmas Lights and festive
events including Santa’s grotto were all of a very high quality. These joint efforts
among the business community and the Council are, | believe, a major reason why
footfall in 2008 grew.”

Councillor Mitchell asked a supplementary question, “Would Councillor Kemble, as a
previous Member of the old Environment Committee that set yearly roadworks plans in
conjunction with the utility companies, agree with me that the yearly programmes
specifically organised roadworks in the city to avoid Bank Holidays, special events and
the Christmas shopping period as set out in this committee report from 2005 and his
claims that this happened for the first time under a Conservative Administration have
been at best erroneous and at worst misleading to the public?”

Councillor Kemble replied, “Yes, | am fully aware that as a Member of the Environment
Committee | was party to the agreements around the roadworks. However, as far as |
understand, having spoken to officers, last Christmas was the first time that roadworks
were specifically suspended at the request of the Administration.”

(g) Councillor Barnett asked:

“Can the Cabinet Member for Housing tell me what services or advice is available from
the council to residents who are struggling with mortgage repayments?”

Councillor Caulfield replied:

A number of measures are proposed locally to address the housing situation brought
on by the economic downturn:

1. Mortgage Rescue
2. Awareness Raising
3. Repossession prevention through Housing Options work

1. Mortgage Rescue scheme (MRS). This will involve joint working between the
Council, Moat Housing Association and Brighton Housing Trust debt advice
services to provide a buy and rent back scheme and a shared equity scheme
involving significant amounts of capital.
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Objectives

e To prevent homelessness by avoiding mortgage repossessions wherever
possible

e To help people remain in home ownership where it is sustainable and
affordable for them to do so

e To make mortgage repossession an option of last resort
e To promote community sustainability during a period of economic difficulty

We are not seeking to:

e Support bad lending and borrowing practices

¢ Reduce people’s financial outgoings on accommodation, allowing them to
spend elsewhere

Expose applicants or the local authority to risk

Assist households who can make their mortgage repayments

Rescue second homes

Stop repossessions completely at any cost

Estimated Benefits over two years

¢ Preventing homelessness, and its attendant disruption and dislocation, for
around 30 priority need households

e A saving to the council on the costs of responding to homelessness and the
provision of temporary accommodation

e A saving on the wider social costs of repossession: Loss of employment,
physical and mental health deterioration, stigma of court (and costs),
dependency (for formerly working households), loss of local family/kin networks
(exclusion), impacts on education (school attendance and achievement.

Raising Awareness of homeowners. It is vitally important to raise homeowners’
awareness of all of the options open to them if they think they are at risk of
repossession. 50% of those facing repossession do not attend court. Therefore
increasing the number of households that attend repossession hearings could
make a significant impact on the number of repossessions.

It is proposed to do this via a communications campaign devised and led by the
Corporate Communications Team. It is envisaged that this could include:

¢ Holding local promotional events

¢ An advertising campaign including information leaflets and posters in key
locations

¢ An information pack for homeowners in mortgage difficulties, containing advice,
a copy of FAQs and useful telephone numbers

Repossession prevention through Housing Options Work. A MRS will not
provide a solution for every homeowner at risk of mortgage repossession. In all
cases, Housing Options will need to consider carefully the full range of options
available to homeowners faced with repossession; MR is just one option of many. It
is therefore important that the council continue to focus on its successful homeless
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prevention approach seeking all options to prevent repossession rather than solely
relying on MRS. Some of the other options to explore with homeowners in
mortgage difficulty are listed below:

Local Authority Options

e Use of Homeless Prevention fund
e Part VI offer of accommodation

e Part VII homeless application

Homeowner Own Options
e Rent a Room
e Downsize

Government Options
e Income Support for Mortgage Interest

Lender Options

Reduce monthly payments for a period

Capitalise payments

Cut the charges made

Extend the length of loan

Spread the payment of the total amount owed

Offer a better loan rate

Allow time to sell home (if that is preferred by homeowner)

Other options
¢ Private Sale and Rent Back
e RSL rescue from capital receipts.”

Councillor Barnett asked a supplementary question,

“‘Does the Cabinet Member agree that her answer demonstrates that the council is
doing a huge amount of really good, unseen work that doesn’t get much publicity to
help people through the recession, in addition to the extra measures it has announced
in the last six months?”

Councillor Caulfield replied,

“Yes | do agree: we are doing a huge amount of work to help residents in Brighton and
Hove in these difficult financial times and | do agree that we need to make more
publicity of what we are doing. | know the staff in the Housing Strategy Team will be
meeting with the Communications Team in the next few weeks to raise our profile of
what we are doing, because it is vitally important that we keep people in their homes
and not have to look for further accommodation for them because prevention is the
best method.

If you look at the court desk at Brighton Court, we are able to help 85% of people who

come to that court desk prevent repossession, so | think that’s an amazing figure and
we do need to publicise that more. What we also need to do is lobby government
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though, because the Mortgage Rescue Scheme that they are currently proposing does
exclude many of our residents in Brighton and Hove because there is a cap on
property values over £225,000 which will affect a lot of our residents and also single
people and couples that don’t have children are also excluded. We need to make it
clear who is eligible and how we can help them.”

Councillor Meadows asked a further supplementary question, “Would the Cabinet
Member support the help offered by the Labour Government in order to prevent
repossession of homes for those that are able to be prevented, in the form of free legal
advice and help with mortgage interest payments?”

Councillor Caulfield replied, “The Government are doing a lot of work, | will give them
that but they are not actually helping some of the residents in this city which is my
main concern.

As | said if you look at the criteria they are very strict and it does apply to families, it
does apply to older people, many of whom have paid off their mortgages. The key
people that are at risk are those in houses which the Government say are expensive
but actually £225,000 isn’'t an expensive house in Brighton and Hove. It’s probably the
average house price for many families and to exclude those from the Mortgage
Rescue Scheme | think is not very helpful and it’s very particular about which residents
in this country it wants to help.

| do agree that they are doing some work but it's not enough for the residents of
Brighton and Hove.”

(h) Councillor Pidgeon asked:

“Will the Cabinet Member for Housing give an update on how the council’s new
adapted property list has helped the council improve services for people with physical
disabilities?”

Councillor Caulfield replied:

As a direct result of consultation with the Allocations Review Group, an Accessible
Housing Officer (AHO) was recruited in January of last year. Her remit is to improve
the way in which Accessible and Adapted properties are advertised and let in the city.
This is being achieved in three ways; by improving our understanding of the access
needs of everybody on the Joint Housing Register; by undertaking an audit of all
Council-owned housing stock in terms of their accessibility and feasibility for
adaptation; and by providing a more equal service for Disabled applicants within
Homemove through more informative advertising and prioritised allocation for mobility
properties.

Assessment:

Since January, all new applicants as well as existing applicants in Bands A and B have
been assessed for their mobility level and given one of four categories relating to their
access requirements.

Advertising and Allocation:
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The Accessible Housing Officer has spent a great deal of time working with Housing
and Lettings Officers within the Council and the partner Housing Associations to
ensure that relevant information and appropriate mobility categories are identified in
the advert.

Training:

Accessible Housing training was undertaken for representatives of our Homemove
partners and the feedback was excellent. We have now rolled out this training to all
Housing Management staff within the Council

Adaptations:

With the success of the work that we’re doing in the identification and allocation of
properties that are either pre-adapted or would lend themselves to further adaptation,
BHCC can look to utilising this knowledge to make better use of its limited adaptations
budget.

Councillor Randall asked a supplementary question, “Has the council followed the
example of other authorities who include private sector adapted premises in their
lists?”

Councillor Caulfield replied, “As you know when we came into Administration we took
on an adaptations waiting list where some of our residents are waiting for over four
years, which is clearly not acceptable. We have made some quick improvements with
our list of council housing properties and our registered social landlord properties, so
we know which properties are adapted. We have also assessed those people who are
on housing registers so we have an accurate assessment of their mobility needs and
their adaptations needs.

| do take your point Councillor Randall that it is a good idea. We are looking more fully
at our adaptations process as well because we want to tackle that four year waiting
list. At the moment when you are assessed you are just put on a time waiting list,
there is no reassessment in case your medical need changes, so we will be doing a lot
of work and also looking at our contract with installations to improve and speed up that
process.

| will take your points on board and will bring them back to a further HMCC meeting.”
(i) Councillor Oxley asked:

“Would the Leader of the Council make a statement on partnership working in the
city?”

Councillor Mears replied:

“Effective and focussed joint working with our key strategic partners in the City such as
the Police, the PCT and the voluntary sector is vital if we are to deliver on our
commitments to residents that are laid out in the Corporate Plan. This will become
increasingly important in the coming years as we move towards Comprehensive Area
Assessment, greater personalisation of public services and greater financial
constraints on councils and other public bodies.”

19



COUNCIL 29 JANUARY 2009

49.39

49.40

49.41

49.42

Councillor Oxley asked a supplementary question, “| am grateful to the Leader of the
Council for her reply to me. Could she say in the light of that how she sees the council
and its partners meeting the future challenges which she actually outlined in her first
answer?”

Councillor Mears replied, “l believe there are three principles which should guide our
work with partners. All partnership working should be able to demonstrate added
value and cost effectiveness to residents. Partnership working is most effective when
focused on voluntary associations between organisations who share specific and
defined goals and should be seen as a means to an end, rather than an end in itself.

Since partnerships are institutions exercising public powers, using public resources
and providing public services they need to be transparently accountable to all of those
on whose behalf they act. On this point | am very keen to make sure that the balance
of all our partnerships that the council is involved with is in the best interests of our
residents.

As a democratically accountable body with a legally entwined community leadership
role we have a duty to ensure we are responding effectively to their needs. A review
of partnership activity in Brighton and Hove was undertaken back in 2004 and this
work was the basis for the current structure with the Local Strategic Partnership,
Public Service Board and their various sub-groups. However, this was nearly five
years ago now in which time the administration of the council has changed. In
addition, as | said in my answer to the initial question, the environment of delivering
public services is rapidly evolving. Therefore | believe the time is right for us to re-
examine the effectiveness of the current arrangements.

The current process of review of sustainable community strategy gives us an excellent
opportunity to take stock of the partnership arrangements in this city to make sure they
are delivering value for money for the residents of Brighton and Hove. | know the
Chair of the Local Strategic Partnership shares this view and | will therefore be talking
to him in the coming weeks about how we can best take this work forward.”

(i) Councillor Alford asked:

“Can the Cabinet Member for Finance explain how business rates are set, and where
the money collected from local businesses goes?”

Councillor Young replied:

“‘Business rates are a national tax set by Government. Businesses pay an amount
equal to the rateable value of the property they occupy multiplied by the national rate
poundage. The rate poundage is set every year by the government, usually in late
November / early December. The law prevents the government from increasing it by
more than the increase in the rate of inflation in the 12 months to September that year.
The rate of inflation used is the Retail Price Index (RPI) and the government has
applied the full increase in the September RPI of 5% to the rate poundage for 2009/10.
For most businesses the rate poundage will be 48.5p next year and they will pay 5%
more in business rates from 1 April 2009.
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Local councils collect business rates and pay them to the Government. Councils then
receive payments from the Government as part of their annual formula grant
settlement. There is no relationship between the amount any council pays into the pool
and the amount it receives from the pool.”

Councillor Hamilton asked a supplementary question, “Every year since 1997 this
council has received a larger share of the redistributed business rates pool than city
businesses have contributed to the pool, the figure this year being nearly £3%M.

Do you accept that the current system of business rates works to the benefit of this
council?”

Councillor Young replied, “The answer actually is ‘no’, as the business rate forms part
of a grant, it is not the whole. | will give you an answer in response to the rest of the
question.”

(k) Councillor Kitcat asked:

"Can ClIr Theobald provide any details on any plans for communal collection of
recycling in the city centre? If so when does he expect these plans to be
implemented?"

Councillor Theobald replied:

“There are no plans to implement communal recycling in the city centre. We are
looking at a range of options to improve recycling rates and these will be set out in the
waste strategy. The first draft of this will be brought to Cabinet in April this year with
the intention that residents are consulted on its proposals.”

Councillor Kitcat asked a supplementary question, “I am very disappointed by
Councillor Theobald’s response in many ways, firstly the lack of ambition with regards
to recycling. With regards to my supplementary, why given that the waste strategy
was first promised in 2007 has it been delayed so much that we now have to wait until
April 2009 to see sight of it? Councillor Theobald why has it taken so long and can
Members be consulted before it is brought to Cabinet in April?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “The reason quite frankly, Councillor Kitcat, is that | have
been very, very busy, you know extremely busy. We have had a complete change,
and you might not have known this but saving the council taxpayers a million pounds a
year by changing our rounds and changing our communal bins that took precedence.

If you read my answer, and you don’t seem to read my answers, | can tell you now this
will be set out in the waste strategy; the first draft will be brought to the Cabinet in
April. | am telling you that, Councillor Kitcat, so why you can’t seem to read | don’t
understand. | also say that residents will be consulted on the proposals, as you will
be.”
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Councillor Fryer asked a further supplementary question, “I am glad to see there are
plans to improve recycling rates but | don’t quite see how that correlates with plans to
implement communal recycling.

My question is particularly on the St James'’s Street area. | don’t know if Councillor
Theobald is aware, but many residents of St James'’s Street don'’t live somewhere
where they can have doorstep recycling collections and there is a woeful lack of
recycling bins in that area, so basically it's not possible for residents of St James’s
Street to recycle unless they walk about half a mile, which | think most of us
realistically know people will not do. My question is will he be able to investigate that
as a possibility to bring forward?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “We are quite prepared to take on board all suggestions
that are made. | would ask Members at times instead of asking me questions at
Council meetings here to actually contact officers, to put your feelings across, you will
then get your answers, rather than keep coming to me at Council meetings to get
answers here.”

(I) Councillor Carden asked:

“May the Chair of Planning, Clir Linda Hyde please confirm whether the council will be
hiring external consultants to handle the forthcoming appeal on the Marina
Development?”

Councillor Hyde replied:

“No such appeal has been lodged with the council and therefore no consultants have
been hired.”

Councillor Carden asked a supplementary question, “Could you tell me please, if an
appeal goes ahead on the Marina application how the council would be prepared to
defend the decision that their officers recommended approval for?”

Councillor Hyde replied, “As you are aware, Councillor Carden, we don’t always agree
with the officers recommendation but, of course, we pay great heed to them. It is part
of the democratic process and we were, in fact, all elected to represent the public and
that is what happened in this particular instance. It is not a unique situation it has
arisen here before in this authority, and they will appeal again no doubt, and it also
happens in other authorities. We are mindful that we have to represent the views, we
turned down the application for good planning reasons.”

(m) Councillor Lepper asked:
“Could the Cabinet Member for Major Projects estimate the loss of potential
investment for the council from underdeveloped spaces and empty buildings across

Brighton and Hove?”

Councillor Kemble replied:

22



COUNCIL 29 JANUARY 2009

49.57

49.58

49.59

49.60

49.61

49.62

“It is unclear from the framing of the question as to what precisely is meant by
underdeveloped spaces and empty buildings across Brighton & Hove. Is this enquiry
restricted to the council’s major and capital projects sites and its own commercial
property portfolio, or is it completely open-ended?

Falling land values and the downturn of the housing market has significantly changed
the climate for property development not just in Brighton & Hove but across the UK
making it difficult to establish any meaningful valuations. Property and land values are
also dependent on planning and land use. All of this has created an uncertain market
coupled with an unwillingness of funders and financial institutions to commit
investment at this time.

On the positive side, there remain investors wishing to expand their business interests
in the city — for example, Standard Life Investments and American Express. At the
same time, the council are moving forward with other major regeneration schemes
such as the Community Stadium at Falmer and the Open Market.”

Councillor Lepper asked a supplementary question, “Could the Cabinet Member for
Major Projects explain why the most recent edition of the Forward Plan under key
decisions says that during this time a most vital business retention and inward
investment strategy is being delayed until the end of March, given its particular
importance for the retention of small businesses in Brighton and why are we at this
crucial time waiting for a suitable investment strategy from this council and why are we
still waiting on delayed reports from external consultants after the initial consultation
period ended back in September last year?”

Councillor Kemble replied, “The council at the moment is currently carrying out its
retention and inward investment programme and there will be a report coming to
Cabinet in April of this year. The reason for the delay is the fact that we have been
carrying out quite a lot of comprehensive consultations with stakeholders and partners
and we are still waiting on some of their responses.”

Councillor Marsh asked a further supplementary question, “I would like to ask
Councillor Kemble whether he could estimate how much has been spent to date on
the external consultants carrying out the business retention inward investment study?”

Councillor Kemble replied, “I understand that the council has spent approximately
£35,000 to date on this consultation process.”

(n) Councillor Turton asked:

“Could the leader of the council please confirm the outcomes from her three day trip to
Switzerland, in terms of how far forward they are on the development of Black Rock?”

Councillor Mears replied:
“The main purpose of the two day visit to Geneva was for lead members and senior
officers of the council to have joint discussions with the partners within Brighton Arena

Limited, key personnel behind the investment fund for the arena, the lead investor in
the fund and the preferred franchise operator of the ice hockey team. Geneva was
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chosen as the location for the meeting because the lead investor had already
committed to be in Geneva at this time and the investment fund is based there. It was
therefore considered most expedient and convenient for all those attending to have
the meeting in Geneva.

The outcomes being sought in the main were to meet the lead investor to:

- discuss their assurances on the overall funding package and obtain a clearer idea
on likely timescales
- agree next steps required to move towards achievement of financial close.

In the current financial climate it is extremely important to bring investment into the
city. | want my administration to be proactive in making the best of the opportunities
that arise. These meetings did assist us in achieving a number of very positive
outcomes and all the parties are now working towards a financial close in the near
future.

| would also like to say that this project will deliver some excellent and much needed
benefits for the city. We want to do all we can to ensure that the work that the
Brighton International Arena team are doing at this very difficult time to secure funding
is seen to be fully supported by us as a council.”

Councillor Turton asked a supplementary question, “Councillor Mears’ reply states that
Geneva was chosen because the lead investor and investment fund is based there.
Given that | understand the duration of the actual business meeting was some sixty
minutes, would it not have been cheaper for the taxpayer to have held the meeting via
video conferencing and would this not have demonstrated support for individual
businesses in the city during a time of recession by being local and buying local?”

Councillor Mears replied, “In response to your question, Councillor Turton, there were
other meetings, quite extensive meetings and the reason why it was in Geneva was, in
fact, that the funder was coming up from Johannesburg and | had no intention of
travelling that far. He insisted that the meeting was in Geneva, which took place and
they were extensive meetings, so | think you have got that slightly wrong.

| did read the article in the Argus today, and do you know | was quite disappointed |
didn’t have a picture, which was such a shame but never mind. Councillor Turton in
this current climate it is extremely important to bring investment to the city which | am
sure you will agree. | want my Administration to be proactive in making the best of the
opportunities that arise and that sometimes means travelling overseas to secure
backing for projects and partnerships. | would have thought that Councillor Turton
would want us to be doing this to bring investment into the city.

| am surprised at Councillor Turton’s questioning of my Administration’s record on
making foreign trips, considering the record of the previous Labour Administration in
this regard. He will no doubt be aware that Members of the previous Administration
took numerous trips abroad, some of which were included as part of the Labour
Council’s Membership of the International Association of Pease Messenger Cities, for
which they allocated a budget of £2,000 a year, that helped then Councillor Brian Fitch
to take various trips around the world including to Japan, Canada at the taxpayers’
expense.

24



COUNCIL 29 JANUARY 2009

49.65

49.66

49.67

49.68

In 2004 several representatives of the council took a five day trip to Los Angeles to
consider redevelopment of the King Alfred. The trip cost the council almost £4,000.
Simon Burgess, then the Leader of the Council, visited Deauville, as | remember
Councillor Kemble visiting and | am sure they both enjoyed it. | am also aware of a
host of trips between 2004 and 2007 by Members of the previous Administration on
so-called European business. Trips include multiple visits to Italy, Spain, France,
Belgium, Greece and Sweden.

| ask my Cabinet Members for a full report on their trips and what they achieve. As
part of openness and transparency, Councillor Turton, | will be asking officers to check
if there were any other similar reports being costed by the Leaders of the previous
Administration.”

Councillor Meadows asked a further supplementary question, “Could Councillor Mears
explain why the taxpayers bill for the Conservative Councillors’ trips overseas and
within the UK was over £12,000 in just the first seven months of her Leadership,
compared to £9,000 for Labour’s twelve months in the last year of their office, and
£8,000 for the year under Councillor Oxley’s Leadership?

How does the Conservative Administration reconcile that amount of spending with
their theme song of ‘value for money’ and with Councillor Mears’ written response that
this project will deliver added value and much needed benefits to the city?”

Councillor Mears replied, “This Administration has worked really hard in the last
eighteen months to, | would say, address the situations that we inherited. | am
surprised at Councillor Meadows referring to the actual cost of the funding. | think the
answer to the question was very clear, we have some major sites in this city that
actually potential developers are very keen to talk to the City Council about and |
would have thought in this day and age, particularly with an economic downturn,
Councillors in this chamber would be very, very keen to ensure that we speak to
developers and funders across the world if they are interested in coming to our city.

As | said earlier in my report to Councillor Turton, | mean obviously there are some
disparages that Councillor Meadows seems quite concerned about, so | will be asking
officers for a report on the Labour Administration’s trips because | would be very, very
interested into actually the outcomes of those.”

(o) Councillor Hawkes asked:

“Could the Cabinet Member for Children's Services clarify whether there are any plans
to close or re-home the Bright Start Nursery used by Council Staff?”

Councillor Mrs Brown replied:

“As part of its budget strategy for 2009/10 the CYPT has looked at a range of
possibilities for securing savings. The need to prioritise vulnerable children,
particularly in light of events in Haringey, has led to the consideration of a range of
options. One of the options that has been considered is the reduction of the subsidy
to Bright Start Nursery. However there are no firm proposals at this stage.”
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Councillor Hawkes asked a supplementary question, “In your answer you said that one
of the options that had been considered was the reduction in the subsidy to Bright
Start Nursery and in the final sentence told me that: ‘However, there are no firm
proposals at this stage.’

Does that mean please that it comes out of your budget list? It’s not clear enough; I'd
like to be quite clear, has it been dropped?”

Councillor Mrs Brown replied, “We have been looking at a number of things as you
know because we have kept to the brief but you also know that we have to prioritise
our work with vulnerable children and that's why we have had to consider all our
subsidies. As | said in my first answer there are no firm proposals at this stage.”

(p) Councillor Kitcat asked:

"Can ClIr Theobald provide the costs incurred by the council in printing and sending
notifications to residents for:

e The changes in bin collection schedules.

e The introduction of communal bins in some wards and discontinuation of bag
collections,

¢ And the changes in recycling collection schedules?"

Councillor Theobald replied:

“The cost for the communication including designing, printing and posting the materials
is budgeted at £98,000. This works out at approximately £0.47 per communication.
Given that all the changes result in annual savings just short of £1m | think this is
money well spent.”

Councillor Kitcat asked a supplementary question, “Councillor Theobald may or may
not know that in Regency Ward these three communications regarding changes to
schedules and recycling and the introduction of communal bins were all received in the
space of less than one month.

Would the money not have been better spent in just one single communication
reducing the cost perhaps to some £30,000 and is it not the case that perhaps if the
waste strategy had been ready you would have realised the need for these three
communications and the aim to plan ahead and so save £60,000 of taxpayers’
money?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “I don’t think so. | know you are very keen on communal
bins and frankly | would have thought that you would have been congratulating us, you
know for communicating, for telling people, for advising people and you know as well
as | do that if you put three communications through then people are more likely to
take notice of it than if you just put one.

We do have a professional communications team at this council and these sorts of
matters are put to them, we take their advice and they put them out. £98,000 and |
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have already said to you, in one of your initial questions, or one of the others, we are
saving something like £1m a year. Now frankly, you would be right to criticise me if |
wasn’t communicating with people and here | am you are now criticising me for
spending money by trying to advise people. | am just mystified, | really am, and so my
answer really, | have given it in the wrong way, is no.”

Councillor Morgan asked a further supplementary question, “Can the Cabinet Member
confirm that the new communal bins will not have foot pedals, unlike the one pictured
in the current issue of City News to illustrate their introduction where a foot pedal is
being used?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “I think people do understand how to use them. They
don’t necessarily have the pedals at the bottom but they have a flap at the top so that
they can be used.”

(q) Councillor Kitcat asked:

“Can ClIr Theobald provide an estimate on the number of people who have taken up
the assisted waste collection service since the introduction of communal bins and what
number of users has been budgeted for at what cost?”

Councillor Theobald replied:

“Communal bins are generally easy to use as they avoid the need to carry a weekly
supply of refuse in big black bags, and in many cases taking these down into
basement bin stores. Instead small bags of rubbish can be deposited in the bins on a
daily basis if need be. However some people are unable to use communal bins and
Cityclean will provide assisted collections for these residents. 17 people currently
have an assisted collection for the existing communal bin collections that cover 6,600
households. To date we have received 35 requests for the new communal bin roll out
covering 24,000 households, which are currently being considered against criteria set
with the FDA (Federation of Disabled People) to ensure a fair and consistent approach
to agreeing assisted collections.

Given our past experience it is highly likely that these numbers will reduce as residents
understand the system and those who have negative views of the bins get use to and
accept the scheme. Assisted collections are picked up by the driver of the communal
bin truck and thus are provided within the budget for the communal bin service.”

Councillor Kitcat asked a supplementary question, “Councillor Theobald said
communal bins are generally easy to use, yet | had numerous phone calls and emails
from people finding them very difficult to use because they do not have the foot pedal,
they are particularly high and there is no support for the metal lid when it is lifted and it
doesn’t stay open, so people find it very difficult to use. If you walk through Regency
Ward you will find most of the flaps stuck open, people are unable to close them.
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| recently had, in fact yesterday, two elderly ladies in my Ward claiming they had
waited two and four weeks and have still not received the assisted collection promised
and were very worried but grateful to the Director of Environment for following this up
and something, | am told, will be done very shortly.

Who did Councillor Theobald consult before agreeing the removal of foot pedals from
this new model of bin which has been procured by his Department and has made
these bins so much harder to use? Is he also aware that in addition to being harder to
use for so many people these metal lids slam shut making significant noise waking
children and other sleeping people in the evening?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “What is interesting, Mr Mayor, is that Councillor Kitcat’s
original question was about assisted waste collection service, and | have answered
that question, so presumably those people having an assisted waste collection service
wouldn’t be using these bins because they would be assisted, so really | am surprised
that you didn’t rule that out of order.

Having said all that my answer to your point is that we have trialled these various bins,
we have actually consulted residents and residents in the main prefer the ones that we
are now putting out. We constantly consult residents, we like to get what their views
are and how easy they find them to use. We have trialled them and these are the
ones that are preferred.”

(r) Councillor Marsh asked:

“Could the Cabinet member for Housing clarify what improvements are being made to
tenants' homes under the Decent Homes Standard?”

Councillor Caulfield replied:

“Delivering decent homes is the key driver of our programme of investment in Council
Housing. We are giving priority to the key components of the decent homes standard,
which includes ensuring windows, doors, heating and electrical systems meet the
standard.

In addition, we are investing significantly in high quality replacement kitchens and
bathrooms, with a budget of around £1.3 million this financial year and over £2 million
during 2009-10. These can substantially improve the quality of accommodation and
living conditions for residents. We are also including low cost features which help
protect the environment and save residents money through water and energy
reductions.

In addition to Kitchen and Bathrooms, our decent homes programme also involves the
following:

e A two-year external decorations and repairs programme with an estimated value of

£5 million. This will improve decency by tackling issues such repairs to brickwork,
pointing or render.
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¢ A substantial programme of boiler and central heating repairs is underway, with
spending in the region of £2.5 million annually delivering reductions in tenants’ fuel
needs.

e Entrance doors to properties are subject to a large scale replacement programme
worth around £3.5 million between 2008 and 2010.

When we replace a kitchen or bathroom we are also ensuring that we use this
opportunity to upgrade the electrics or fit a new boiler at the same time if required.
This represents a smarter approach both in cost and minimising disruption for
residents.”

Councillor Marsh asked a supplementary question, ‘I am most grateful for the
clarification that Councillor Caulfield has supplied to me and so | am sure will our
constituents because they did get rather confused by what appeared in Homing In.
Could you confirm that you were actually forced to issue a retraction in that magazine
after falsely implying that all tenants would receive new doors and kitchens and that it
was highly irresponsible to raise the hopes of tenants about a scheme that was
actually only on a needs only basis?”

Councillor Caulfield replied, “I am sorry if tenants took the article in a wrong manner. It
is not on a needs basis, we are introducing decent homes across the city. We
inherited the council’s stock of decent homes of less than 50%. We are not doing a
needs assessment where, you need a kitchen so we’ll give you a kitchen. We want to
improve the housing across the city so that all our houses not only meet the Decent
Homes Standard but the Brighton & Hove standard, which is the tenants’ standard. |
am quite happy to do a new article both in City News and in Homing In to clarify that
situation. At the moment all tenants’ kitchens will be looked at and they will either be
entitled to a kitchen or a bathroom if currently it is over 20 years old and that simply is
because we are waiting to be able to borrow money to invest in our stock.

Money that the Government won't give us, that we are having to raise ourselves and
we are having to do that by looking at our stock with the little money that we have got
at the moment and to help as many people as possible. Obviously if we get the
money we will do kitchens and bathrooms. We don’t have the money, the
Government’s not going to give us the money, so we have to help the people who
need it most first and then help as many people as possible. When we get the money
that this Administration has raised we will look at everyone to meet decent homes
across the city not just on a needs basis.”

Councillor Simpson asked a further supplementary question, “Could the Cabinet
Member explain what she and Councillor Mears gained in knowledge of how to
achieve Decent Homes Standard or indeed any area of housing activity from
attendance at the Chartered Institute of Housing Conference in Harrogate at a cost of
£2,000 in June last year, or perhaps alternatively there is a written report we could be
provided with?”

Councillor Caulfield replied, “I can give you a copy of a written report, a report was

written within a couple of weeks of us returning so that will be available to you. We did
actually gain a lot of knowledge because as you know the tenants in this city after they
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voted loud and clear to a no stock transfer vote we were left in a mess with no money
to meet the Decent Homes Standard across the city.

Both myself and Councillor Mears went to Harrogate because there are very few
authorities throughout the country who are putting a scheme together such as ours, so
it was vitally important we went to that. We made some excellent contacts which we
are working on now. We talked to other authorities who have done similar things but
not quite the same. We picked up a lot of contacts for our ten year procurement
contract and looked at how contractors are working in partnership with other
authorities and that is paying dividends now.

We have also got the South East Regional Conference coming next month and we are
actually bringing tenants with us so they can have the benefit of making contacts and
meeting other tenants, so that conference was extremely valuable and actually has
paved the way for this Administration’s view of housing and | can get you the report.”

(s) Councillor Morgan asked:

“Can the Cabinet member for Environment state how many complaints have been
received by Cityclean regarding missed or delayed refuse collections in the months of
October 2008, November 2008, December 2008 and January 2009, which areas these
complaints are predominantly from and how they compare with the same period for the
two previous years?”

Councillor Theobald replied:

“I am sure that Councillor Warren Morgan would agree with me that we have to be
very careful in using comparisons of figures that are not on a true like for like basis.
Even the Government has now established its own independent statistical oversight
agency, the UK Statistics Authority.

From the start of October 2008 until 19" January 2009 there were 3236 reports of
missed bin collections. This covers a period of change which affected approximately
100,000 households. The previous two years saw no such change, and so for the
same period i.e. October 2006 to January 2007 and October 2007 to January 2008 the
figure for reported missed bins was 1543, this averages at 0.04% of the total
collection. Perhaps you would now like to join me in congratulating City Clean for their
excellent work in bringing in such a complex change for so many households.”

Councillor Morgan asked a supplementary question, “Whilst | do congratulate
Cityclean on doing a difficult job under the changes imposed on them, would
Councillor Theobald agree that when similar cuts are made to the recycling service
next month any repeat of the more than 3,000 missed collections and complaints
which have occurred since October will undoubtedly result in many people losing faith
in this council’s recycling service and consequently recycling less?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “We are doing a full communications campaign. We are
doing everything that we possibly can and | have stood up in this council a lot of times
to try and say to you that these are difficult things, changing people’s days, from the
staff’s point of view, from the men and women’s point of view who collect and from the
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residents’ point of view who put it out, it's all an enormous change. Officers are
working seven days a week trying to ensure that this is done as smoothly as possible.

Every one complaint is one too many as far as | am concerned but we will be doing
our very best and | think you will see from my original answer the actual number of
complaints given. | would thank you for your kind remarks because it is a difficult job,
and your previous Administration know that because you went through this before. It
is a difficult task but the number of complaints relatively has been small when one
thinks of the overall city. | can assure you that we will certainly be doing our very, very
best.”

Councillor Fryer asked a further supplementary question, “It is very frustrating for
people when they do make a complaint they don’t get a brisk response. My question
is how many phone calls and emails have not been replied to within the expected
standard of ten days?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “I always try and answer questions but | think that one is
an impossible one to answer off the cuff.”

(t) Councillor Kennedy asked:

“Since refuse rounds were re-scheduled last October, residents in Osborne Road have
only had their rubbish collected on the correct day on two occasions. Can Clir
Geoffrey Theobald tell me if, as Cabinet Member for the Environment and as a council
tax-payer, he thinks this level of service is acceptable?”

Councillor Theobald replied:

“You are right Osborne Road has suffered in particular from the refuse round changes
and of course the Christmas period did not help matters in this case.

Although we expected it to take some months to settle in the new rounds | do not think
it is acceptable that the residents of Osborne Road had to wait so long for the normal,

reliable service to Return.

Further changes have been made to this refuse round with the intention of getting a
regular service returned to those residents.

| can assure residents that | am working with City Clean to get this right.”

Councillor Kennedy asked a supplementary question, “I thank Councillor Theobald for
his frank and honest reply and for admitting that the level of service experienced by
residents of Osborne Road with regard to refuse collections has not been acceptable
since changes to the rounds were introduced.

| am also pleased that Councillor Theobald can assure residents that he is working
with Cityclean to get this right but can he assure residents that Cityclean Managers are
working with Cityclean workers and Union representatives to ensure that the new
rounds are realistically achievable within the working day?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “Well, the answer to that is yes.”
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(u) Councillor Davis asked:

“‘How many days in all has the Jubilee Library IT system not been working properly
since it's installation?”

Councillor Smith replied:

"The public access computer facilities across all our public libraries suffered a major
server failure on 23rd December and were returned to full working order on 20th
January - a total of 28 calendar days (but only a maximum of 16 library open days) to
get all systems fully up and running. However, during that time different libraries were
able to do a phased return:

- All community libraries excluding Hangleton Library returned to allowing public use
on 6th January, albeit without some desktop icons, and had normal use from 14th
January.

- Jubilee Library, Hove Library and Hangleton Library returned to allowing public use
on 15th January, but had to process new members with temporary cards until the
final fix on 20th January.

All systems are now running normally on the temporary server, and a new server is on
order."

Councillor Davis asked a supplementary question, “I am sure Councillor Smith shares
all our concerns with the server failure at the Jubilee Library and the extreme
inconvenience it was to many users. | wondered how the council was going to be
compensated for this loss and indeed how users might be too?”

Councillor Smith replied, “I don’t know the answer offhand but | will get a written reply
for you.”

Councillor Mrs Theobald asked a further supplementary question, “I just wondered
whether in general users of the city library are happy with the services the council
provides?”

Councillor Smith replied, “A recent survey indicated that users of our city libraries are
highly satisfied with the service we provide. The latest city view residents’ survey
shows that more than four out of five, that's 81%, of the responders were satisfied with
our libraries, which is a 10% increase since 2006 and an impressive 27% increase on
satisfaction levels in 2003. This echoed our performance in the most recent national
adult library users survey which showed 88% of users were satisfied with our libraries,
an increase of 4% on the previous survey.

Children and families in the city have clearly indicated how much they appreciate our
libraries as in the recent national children’s survey we achieved a 91% satisfaction
rating, a 13% increase on previous levels and we are one of only four authorities in the
whole country to achieve a 90% or higher score. | think that’s a fantastic achievement

32



COUNCIL 29 JANUARY 2009

49.103

49.104

49.105

49.106

49.107

49.108

49.109

for our city and for our libraries. All these and other indicators show that local people
are very happy with the improvements that we continue to make in our libraries.”

(v) Councillor Allen asked:

“It is clear that many drivers are confused as to who has right of way at the Highcroft
Villas/Dyke Road Drive/Stanford Road/Port Hall Avenue crossroads. Those coming
from Port Hall Avenue frequently ignore - or simply do not notice - the fading STOP
sign on the road and fail to give way to those turning right from Dyke Road Drive into
Highcroft Villas (who in fact have right of way). Would the Cabinet Member for
Environment agree to take action as soon as possible?”

Councillor Theobald replied:

“In response to your question, | am pleased to report that this junction has a very good
safety record so | won’t be instructing officers to consider alterations to the junction
layout. However, | have asked for the faded ‘Give Way’ junction markings on Porthall
Avenue and Stanford Road to be renewed, and this will make the situation clearer.”

Councillor Allen asked a supplementary question, “I note the disappointing and if | may
say so uncharacteristic and dismissive response. Would Councillor Theobald not
accept that | ask this question out of personal observation on an almost daily basis
and perhaps it would not be hugely onerous on his staff resources to arrange a
meeting with myself, maybe other Councillors, and the Transport Co-ordinator in the
Prestonville Association to try and look at the problem?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “The point is, Councillor Allen, that this has an excellent
safety record and | thank you for drawing attention to the fact that the sign in the road
needs repainting. | have given instructions for that to happen or | can ask an officer to
meet you on the site so that you can have a chat but | am not sure how much further
that is going to go.

| am often standing up here and | know it can be frustrating for Councillors opposite in
particular when you ask for things to happen and | turn round and say well there
haven’t been any accidents but that is the case, it has an excellent safety record so
changing things round | can’t see the advantage to it.”

Councillor Kitcat asked a further supplementary question, “Can Councillor Theobald
then confirm that the policy of his Department is to wait until there is a serious accident
before doing anything to improve the safety of our roads?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “Well | think that is a very silly thing to say. Frankly, all
things are dealt with as far as need and there is only a certain amount of resources
and you obviously deal with those matters which are the most serious. That is
absolutely obvious | would have thought to anybody here.”

(w) Councillor Allen asked:

“The work carried out in Preston Park under the previous Labour administration's
planned programme of refurbishment of the city's parks brought credit to the council
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as a whole. It is sad to see the current signs of neglect, in particular the deteriorating
condition of some of the benches. Two in the Rose Garden have missing slats, as do
three in the main body of the park. What plans does the Cabinet Member for
Environment have to remedy this neglect?”

Councillor Theobald replied:

“l have instructed officers to have the benches repaired as soon as possible. Preston
Park is one of our flagship parks that continues to be awarded Green Flag status for
many years running. Significant improvements have been made to the park including
the complete refurbishment of the multi-use games area. We are also planning to
renew signage in Preston Park and other parks across the city. This administration
has also set up a new parks ranger service to reduce anti-social behaviour in parks,
organise events, forge links with local communities and get more people enjoying our
parks. However, | welcome your report and | have instructed officers to repair those
benches.”

Councillor Allen asked a supplementary question, “Could Councillor Theobald tell me
how many months or years will elapse between the issuing of the instruction and the
implementation of it?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “This is something that will be dealt with as soon as
possible and once again | would like to thank you very much indeed for drawing this to
our attention. | can assure you that when Councillors are out and about and they
notice things, if only they referred them then they would be dealt with. | have already
explained in my answer here the various things we are doing and | am sure that you
are going to be very delighted to hear and this is in response certainly to my wish over
the years representing a Ward like Patcham, for instance, and that is we are going to
put in an extra cut in the grass verges next year, so that will all add to the area’s
enhancement and improvement. | am sure you will be very pleased with that as | am
sure the residents of Brighton and Hove will be.”

(x) Councillor Carden asked:

“Could the Cabinet Member for Children and Young people’s services please confirm
whether an extra £200,000 has been allocated to youth services for Brighton and
Hove?”

Councillor Mrs Brown replied:

“The CYPT is planning to increase its core funding for youth support services in the
City by £200,000 in 2009/10 but this is dependent on the overall budget setting
process.

However the current funding for the transitionary youth work of £250, 000 will no
longer be available in the Area Based Grant in 2009/10. This money has been funding

both the voluntary and community sector as well as CYPT directly managed work.

When the £200,000 is secured it is planned to commission services in line with the
Integrated Youth Support Services Commissioning Strategy which has been approved
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by the CYPT Board. This process will be managed through the Commissioning sub-
group and the Youth and Connexions Board. Both committees have elected voluntary
and community sector representatives as well as representation from the statutory
sector.

The intention will be to commission some youth services from the VCS, most likely at a
slightly reduced level from this new funding stream because of the overall reduction in
funding. But all the work funded LA or VCS work, will have contracts or Service Level
Agreements and agreed outcomes that deliver the CYPT priorities as identified in the
commissioning strategy.”

Councillor Carden asked a supplementary question, “If there is some spare money
going, can you please ensure that some of it crosses Boundary Road? You know to
that little place called Portslade where we have been suffering with youth disorder
problems this year, more than we have ever known. It would be very much
appreciated by the Youth Service if some cash could find its way into the Village
Centre to help with their outreach work which they are doing at the weekends.”

Councillor Mrs Brown replied, “You know what budgetary constraints we are under and
| would love to be able to pass it across the city and more into your area but along with
the 67 Centre, PCC Village Centre does have the highest grant from the CYPT budget
for youth centres and actually has had a small increase in its funding this year.

The historical position is that this is a school managed youth centre and the Manager
has been paid at a higher rate than other full-time workers. There are ways of
increasing income at the Centre to mitigate the problem and these have been fully
discussed with the Manager. There is still an ongoing dialogue with the school and the
CYPT and | am very sympathetic to your needs.”

(y) Councillor Duncan asked:

“Can Councillor Ayas Fallon-Khan confirm how many press briefings have been held
by the Council taken place in the current municipal year?”

Councillor Fallon-Khan replied:

“Almost all interface between the council and the media could be described as a form
of briefing as the purpose is, invariably, to impart information about council business to
one or more journalists, or to brief them about a given topic. This can be for the
purpose of providing quotes either in print or for broadcast — or the briefing could be
for information to inform a news item or feature.

Work conducted by the press office include proactive press releases and reactive
verbal or written responses to media enquiries; the organisation of face-to-face
interviews; telephone conversations; letters (either for publication or not for
publication) and press conferences. However, the communications team has in the
last six months improved its systems to capture as much of this activity as is possible
and appropriate. The following figures can be given for that period as a measure of the
volume of dialogue between the media and the council.
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On the basis of previous activity it is estimated that there are slightly over 100
instances of contact with the media a month. It can therefore be assumed that in the
10 months of the municipal year the council has had dialogue with the media upwards
of 1,000 times. However for the reasons stated above, this can only be estimation.”

Councillor Duncan asked a supplementary question, “I understand, of course, that
every contact between journalists and council employees is a form of briefing but | am
interested specifically in those briefings to which it would be appropriate to invite
Opposition Spokespeople as laid out in this protocol, Working With No Overall Control,
a guide to the workings of the Press Office under a Minority Administration which was
agreed by the Leaders’ Group on 13 June 2003.

That seems rather a long time ago but it has never been rescinded, it has never come
before this council or before the Leaders’ Group or before the pre-existing P & R
Committee or any other body to which we say that the order applies. However,
according to this it says that where appropriate Opposition Spokespeople will be
invited to press briefings, etc. | am not aware that that has ever happened in any of
the thousands of instances that you set out here.

| am wondering whether a decision has been taken somewhere not to apply or if we
are no longer a council in no overall control or what other explanation there might be
for the fact that this protocol is not being upheld?”

Councillor Fallon-Khan replied, “I have to say that’s a cracker and | will tell you why in
a second. Officers have, as far as | am aware, observed the existing protocols and
there is a consultation going on which is Government induced and we will be reviewing
everything to do with council publicity as part of the six month review of the
Constitution.

| have to say to Councillor Duncan, | wasn’t going to expose him at this point, but |
think | am just going to have to. Last year | was called up by a couple of journalists
who were interested in badger management in Brighton & Hove City Council and
Councillor Duncan, as he recalls, asked very vociferously for an extremely extensive
and very well researched report on badger management and | said that’s absolutely
fine being open and transparent. We said we would do exactly what we could and we
would bring it back to a Cabinet Member Meeting where we would have a press
briefing afterwards should the Councillor have wanted it.

The officers went back and I think in up to three or four weeks produced one of the
best documents | had ever seen in that time which had absolutely everything that you
could possibly wish to know about badger management in Brighton & Hove City
Council and answering every single question that Councillor Duncan had requested.

We then turned up to the Cabinet Member’s Meeting and all of us were there, all the
officers were there, the two journalists were waiting outside and the Councillor didn’t
turn up for that particular meeting. Next time we have a Cabinet Member’'s Meeting
with something that you request | will make sure that we have as much of the press
outside as possible as long as you make sure that you turn up.”
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Councillor Mitchell asked a further supplementary question, “Could Councillor Ayas
Fallon-Khan say in his view, at the present time, whether the council’'s press team
work for the Administration or for the council?”

Councillor Fallon-Khan replied, “As far as | am aware they work for the council.”
(z) Councillor Duncan asked:

“In light of a report in The Times that “Tens of thousands of public sector jobs will be
lost across Britain this year as councils struggle to cope with the impact of the
recession... and unions fear that few of the 442 local authorities across England,
Scotland and Wales will escape the cutbacks” and the fact that neighbourhood
management staff serving the deprived Tarner and Eastern Road areas have been
served redundancy notices, can Councillor Mary Mears confirm how many jobs look
set to go at Brighton and Hove Council in the coming year?”

Councillor Mears replied:

“Currently no staff have been made redundant and we hope that there will be no need
for any redundancies. There are 26 employees who have been identified as at risk of
redundancy out of a workforce of over 7,000. The Council is working extremely hard to
ensure there are no redundancies. These officers are also being supported by Human
Resources to identify alternative roles for redeployment should this be necessary. The
Council believes, based on its current information, that it will successfully retain a
significant number of these staff in its employment.”

Councillor Duncan asked a supplementary question, “We heard today when the
petitions were being presented that 1,000 people had directly called upon this council
to guarantee the continued employment of the Neighbourhood Management Team
serving the Tarner and Eastern Road Area Partnerships working out of a local office in
the area as at present. Councillor Dee Simson was good enough to attend the most
recent meeting of the Eastern Road Area Partnership. However, at that meeting she
said she was unable to guarantee the security of the jobs of those working in the
Neighbourhood Management office.

My supplementary question is this, can Mary Mears give us such a guarantee today
that there will be no job losses?”

Councillor Mears replied, “Councillor Duncan should be aware from my first answer
that no redundancy notices have been issued to the Tarner and Eastern Road staff.
The notices that have been issued are ‘at risk of redundancy notice’. Our funding
package should mean that if redundancies are necessary staff will be redeployed into
similar community roles. Details should be available next month.

As Councillor Duncan will know the present situation with Tarner and Eastern Road is
the result of an abrupt Labour Government cut in grant funding, not Tory cuts. He
should also know that the last Labour Administration in Brighton and Hove cut the
funding for the city’s community development and neighbourhood support teams.
They replaced it with temporary national funding which the Labour Government has
now cut.

37



COUNCIL 29 JANUARY 2009

49.127

49.128
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After Labour dumped the residents of Tarner and Eastern Road in this situation, |
know my Cabinet Member for Community Affairs has been working extremely hard
sorting out the mess. She has also been talking to Councillor Duncan’s colleagues
and his residents to let them know what is going on and how we plan to help. | am
delighted to say that my Conservative Administration has secured a £1.2m funding
package for community work in the city. This will secure the future of work in Tarner
and Eastern Road.

Full details will be announced next month and Councillor Simson will be meeting with
the community groups about it.”

Councillor Simson asked a further supplementary question, “Does the Leader of the
Council agree that the work currently being done by this Administration to identify
funding to cover the significant cuts made by the Labour Government to vital
neighbourhood management and community development work through the
neighbourhood renewal and area based grant is to be welcomed by our most
vulnerable residents both in areas of high deprivation such as Tarner and Eastern
Road and right across the city?”

Councillor Mears replied, “The simple answer is absolutely yes.

Fact 1 — the Labour Government has abruptly cut special funding targeted for helping
the city’s most deprived and disadvantaged communities at a time when it is most
needed.

Fact 2 — the last Brighton and Hove Labour Administration cut the city’s community
development and neighbourhood support teams and replaced them with temporary
funding from transitional national policies that the Labour Government has now cut.

Fact 3 — the last Brighton & Hove Labour Administration failed entirely to plan for this
eventuality and as a result left some of the city’s most important communities and
neighbourhood services without funding and therefore potentially a future.

As you can see this Administration has been left with a mess caused by Labour’s
chaotic national policies and local mismanagement. Against all these odds this
Administration has worked tirelessly with their partners and local residents to secure a
funding package that ensures community activities across the city can continue. This
two year package of support comes to well over £1.2m and includes support to
continue work in Tarner and Eastern Road.

The council is finalising the details and we will make a full announcement in mid-
February.”

(aa) Councillor West asked:

"Is ClIr Theobald aware of recent reports of an unholy stench escaping from the
Hollingdean Dump and invading the local area.
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Local residents, parents, school staff and children have been repeatedly subjected to
the stench of rotting waste. On a recent occasion the smell in the playground at
Downs Infants School was so awful it was described to be "as bad as at the back of a
refuse lorry". So terrible in fact people have taken to covering their faces.

Parents, teachers and residents are understandably very concerned not only about the
unpleasantness of the smell but the possible health hazard it presents to them and
their children.”

Councillor Theobald replied:

“| am aware that on the 8™ of January complaints were logged about odour from the
Hollingdean Waste Transfer Station by one resident, the head teacher at the school
and two parents walking to school. Environmental Health Officers investigated
immediately and did not identify a statutory odour nuisance. The reported smell
experienced that day resulted from a build up of waste over Christmas and New Year
being moved.

A waste management licence, which is regulated by the Environment Agency, ensures
that waste cannot be stored on site for more than 72 hours. To comply with this
licence condition, large amounts of waste were being moved on the day in question.
This resulted in increased lorry journeys and the doors to the facility opening more
frequently.

Following the investigation, Environmental Health have written to Veolia and handling
practices have been reviewed and improved to address exceptional circumstances
should they recur. Environmental Health, Planning, Cityclean and Veolia will continue
to work together closely to monitor the situation. If residents experience problems,
they should contact council officers first in preference to the media so that officers can
respond promptly.”

Councillor West asked a supplementary question, “I would like to draw your attention
to the omission of the last two paragraphs of my question as reproduced in the
Addendum today. | don’t know if this has any bearing on Councillor Theobald’s failure
to address the specific questions | asked. Would Councillor Theobald please
personally answer my questions fully in writing?

My supplementary question: is Councillor Theobald aware that chemical deodorisers
are used to mask the smell of waste at the dump? Chemical deodorisers have been
associated with health risks. If smell is apt to escape from the site so will deodorisers.
Will Councillor Theobald assure the public that the chemicals used are entirely safe?”

Councillor Theobald replied, “The Environment Agency’s Waste Management Licence
sets high standards concerning waste management, waste acceptance, odour, noise,
records, pest control and emissions of substances. As you probably know
Environmental Health Officers are happy to investigate complaints and liaise with the
Agency, so if there are any specific complaints then, as | have said in my answer to
your initial question, please let officers know as quickly as possible and they will
respond just as fast as they can.”
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(a)
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(b)
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(c)
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50.6

50.7

50.8

51.

51.1

51.2

REPORTS OF THE CABINET, CABINET MEMBER MEETINGS AND COMMITTEES.
Callover

The Mayor noted that Members had indicated a wish to discuss the reports listed on the
agenda and therefore stated that the following items on the agenda would be reserved

for discussion:

Item 51 — Libraries Plan 2009/12.
Item 55 — Equal Pay — Exempt Categories 4 & 5.

Receipt and/or Approval of Reports

The Chief Executive confirmed that Item No's 51 and 55 had been reserved for
discussion.

Oral Questions from Members
The Mayor noted that there were no oral questions as both items had been reserved.
Refreshment Break

The Mayor stated that in view of the time and in wishing to give the opportunity for a full
debate on the next item, he proposed to adjourn the meeting for the refreshment break.

The meeting was then adjourned at 6.40pm.

Following the refreshment break, the Mayor sought to reconvene the meeting at
7.10pm, however, having consulted with the Chief Executive, the Mayor noted that the
meeting was inquorate and in accordance with procedural rules adjourned the meeting
for a further five minutes.

The meeting was then adjourned at 7.10pm.

The Mayor then reconvened the meeting at 7.45pm.

LIBRARIES PLAN 2009/12

Councillor David Smith formerly moved the report, which sought approval of the
Libraries Plan for 2009/2012. The plan set out the council’s vision for the service, built
on recent successes and outlined the priorities and objectives for the next three years,
in the context of the overall plans and ambitions for the city as a whole. Councillor
Smith noted that there was an intention to extend the opening hours of Hove Library to
1.30 — 5.30pm and a proposal would be brought forward in the budget papers, which if
approved would be implemented in April 2009.

Councillor Elgood welcomed the report and the commitment to extending the opening
hours of Hove Library. He wished to pay tribute to the library staff for bringing the plan
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51.3

51.4

51.5

51.6

51.7

52.

(a)
52.1

52.2

52.3

52.4

forward and for their tremendous work throughout the city. He hoped that the mobile
library service would be maintained and that the use of libraries within the city would
buck the national trend that had seen numbers fall.

Councillor Randall welcomed the report and noted that it had been considered by the
Culture, Tourism & Enterprise Overview & Scrutiny Committee, which had made a
number of recommendations that had been taken on board and was a good example of
how well the new scrutiny system could work. He was concerned about the level of
access to libraries and hoped ways could be found to extend opening hours throughout
the service and local libraries utilised as community assets.

Councillor Davis welcomed the report and acknowledged the work of the Overview &
Scrutiny Committee in enabling the revised plan to come forward. She also welcomed
the proposal to extend the opening hours at Hove and hoped similar extensions could
be achieved in other libraries.

Councillor Smith thanked the councillors for their supportive comments and noted the
requests for further consideration to be given to improving access.

The Mayor noted that the recommendations of the report had moved and sought
confirmation from the council.

RESOLVED - That the Libraries Plan 2009-2012 be endorsed.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Government Surveillance of Communications — The Database State

The Notice of Motion as detailed in the agenda was proposed by Councillor Oxley and
seconded by Councillor Fallon-Khan.

Councillor Kitcat moved an amendment, seconded by Councillor Randall which was
accepted by Councillor Oxley.

Councillor Elgood moved an amendment, seconded by Councillor Watkins which was
accepted by Councillor Oxley.

The Mayor then put the following Notice of Motion as amended to the vote:

“This Council notes with grave concern the Home Secretary’s recent announcement of
an Interception Modernisation Programme which will establish a central database of the
electronic communications data records of all individuals in Britain. The proposals are as
a result of the Government’s adoption into UK law of the EU Data Retention Directive
2006, which requires the introduction of such a scheme for internet communications by
1%t April 2009. A public consultation on the proposals is due to take place in early 2009.

Whilst this Council recognises the increasingly complex nature of investigating the
terrorist threat, it believes that a database of this sort would represent a serious and
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unnecessary infringement of the ancient and hard-fought civil liberties of the people of
Brighton & Hove and the rest of the country.

Notes that Home Office ministers describe the Intercept Modernisation

Programme as a ‘cross-government programme’ which will lead to unprecedented data
sharing of our information in tax records, educational achievements, National Identity
cards, the National Vehicle Tracking Database, CORE (the proposed central electronic
electoral roll system), as well as our personal internet use.

This Council agrees with the Information Commissioner who stated recently that such
proposals would be “a step too far for the British way of life”. Indeed, such an approach
is counter-productive and hands a moral victory to the terrorists, and their apologists,
who oppose the very democratic principles upon which our liberal society is founded.

This Council expresses concern with the proposals on the following grounds:

e Cost — Government IT schemes are notoriously expensive. Initial estimates put the
potential costs of the Interception Modernisation Programme at up to £12 billion.

e Data security — The Government has an abysmal record of protecting personal
information and sensitive data. Indeed, the Prime Minister recently admitted that “we
cannot promise that every single item of information will always be safe”.

e Efficacy — a recent report from the U.S. National Academies concluded that such a
surveillance system would be inefficient, would create huge numbers of false leads
and would be highly unlikely to detect or pre-empt terrorist attacks.

e Surveillance overload — this is another in a long line of intrusive surveillance
measures introduced or proposed by this government such as ID cards, the National
DNA Database (which stores the DNA of innocent people) and the Contact Point
child database.

Therefore, this Council instructs the Chief Executive:

e To write to the Local Government Association and the Office of the Information
Commissioner, requesting that they join the council in conveying to the Government
their concern about the potential adverse impact on civil liberties of establishing a
central electronic database.

e To write to the Home Secretary expressing the views in this motion and asking her to
reconsider her decision to push forward with such a wide array of hugely expensive
programmes which threaten our civil liberties.

e To request that the Cabinet considers expressing the views set out in this motion as
part of a response to the Home Office's consultation on the secondary legislation for
ID Cards, which amongst other issues is seeking comment on the information held
on the National Identity Register and the agencies required to share information held
on citizens.”

52.5 The motion was carried.
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(b)
52.6

52.7

52.8

52.9

Democratic Accountability and the Quango State

The Notice of Motion as detailed in the agenda was proposed by Councillor Hyde and
seconded by Councillor Janio.

Councillor Duncan moved an amendment, seconded by Councillor Kitcat, which was put
to the vote by the Mayor and carried.

Councillor Mitchell moved an amendment, seconded by Councillor Morgan, which was
put to the vote by the Mayor and lost.

The Mayor then put the following Notice of Motion as amended to the vote:

“This Council believes that an over-reliance on unelected quangos and private
enterprises to deliver public services undermines the principle of democratic
accountability that is fundamental to our society. This Council thinks that local councils,
and the partnership structure they head, are better positioned to deliver public services
than either QUANGOs or privately-owned businesses because they command a clear
democratic mandate from local residents.

This Council notes with concern that there has been a considerable growth in unelected,
unaccountable QUANGOSs and other private bodies over the last three decades, from
the privatisation of essential public services since the 1980s to the advent of the £2.6
billion a year South East England Regional Development Agency more than ten years
later.

This Council believes this democratic deficit in the provision of public services requires
fundamental reform and wherever possible and appropriate, powers, resources and
responsibilities should be devolved to directly-elected local authorities.

Therefore this Council:

Requests that the Chief Executive writes to the Minister for the Cabinet Office calling for
him to:

a) Encourage a higher proportion of all quango board appointments to be made from
directly-elected local representatives or councillors — and that they should, in these
times of economic hardship and increasing numbers of public sector redundancies,
receive no extra pay or allowances for sitting on these bodies.

b) Ensure that board members have a duty to stand down when they no longer
represent the sector from which they were appointed.

c) Introduce confirmation hearings in front of a House of Commons select Committee,
or local authority overview & scrutiny committee (as appropriate), for all
appointments to the board — and the annual budgets and accounts — of all
QUANGO s, companies and other non-governmental organisations delivering public
services.”

52.10 The motion was lost.
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(c)
52.11

52.12

52.13

52.14

Accelerated Development Zones

The Notice of Motion as detailed in the agenda was proposed by Councillor Kemble and
seconded by Councillor Oxley.

Councillor Elgood moved an amendment, seconded by Councillor Watkins, which was
accepted by Councillor Kemble.

Councillor Turton moved an amendment, seconded by Councillor Mitchell, which was
put to the vote by the Mayor and lost.

The Mayor then put the following Notice of Motion as amended to the vote:

“This Council believes that Accelerated Development Zones (ADZ) offer an innovative
method for councils of raising much-needed funding for infrastructure investment and
business growth. ADZs work by local authorities borrowing money against future
additional business rate income that would be generated by new businesses following
the development of new infrastructure.

Importantly, this additional income derives from new business creation rather than
further taxation of existing business. ADZs are widely credited with the regeneration of
industrial cities in the U.S., such as Pittsburgh and Chicago.

ADZs bring significant and additional benefits to local transformational projects which,
without significant enabling infrastructure investment, would not otherwise be delivered.
ADZs would, hence, have the potential to help deliver significant major projects in
Brighton & Hove.

This Council welcomes the moves led by Birmingham City Council to establish an ADZ
for the Birmingham city region. Research by the Core Cities Group has estimated that if
an ADZ were introduced in the Eastside area of Birmingham, it would create up to 7,500
new jobs, 760 new homes and would add an extra annual Gross Value Added (GVA) to
the local economy of £306 million.

This Council notes the Government'’s efforts to give councils greater flexibility over

business taxation through LAGBI, BIDS and recent proposals for supplementary

business rates, but recognises that these measures don’t go far enough.

Therefore, this Council resolves to instruct the Chief Executive to:

e Write to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government urging her to
include provision for ADZs in the Business Rate Supplements Bill, currently before
Parliament.

e Write to the City’s three MPs urging them to support such a measure.

e This Council also notes the concerns expressed in Parliament during the passage of
the Business Rates Supplements Bill and urges the Government to resolve these
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52.15

(d)
52.16

52.17

52.18

before its final reading with a view of encouraging more flexible, localised and
accountable business rate taxation, especially mindful of the impact of the recession
on local businesses in the city.

e This Council further requests that the Council's Overview and Scrutiny function to
consider examining the possible benefits of ADZs for Brighton & Hove.”

The motion was carried.

Unfair Prepayment Meter Energy Prices

The revised composite Notice of Motion as detailed in the addendum papers was
proposed by Councillor Meadows and seconded by Councillor Kitcat.

Councillor Caulfield moved an amendment, seconded by Councillor Mears, which was
put to the vote by the Mayor and carried.

The Mayor then put the following Notice of Motion as amended to the vote:

“Since being appointed to the Department of Energy and Climate Change, Ed Miliband
has made tackling unfair fuel pricing one of his main priorities.

For 11 years, previous Labour Ministers have spectacularly failed to deal with fuel
poverty. The Government’s own figures estimate that the number of ‘fuel poor’
households in England is now higher than at any time recorded since Labour came to
power. Even the Government now accepts that it will fail to meet its legal duty to reduce
fuel poverty in the time frame that it created.

Ed Miliband MP (Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change) warned,

"The recent Ofgem report found that millions of vulnerable customers were losing out
who were on pre-payment meters, off the gas grid, or served by companies that
used to be the local monopoly.

There can be no excuse for these practices, and unless all energy companies accept
their responsibility for ending them, we will use our powers to do so."

Energy regulator Ofgem and the National Housing Federation have recently highlighted
the unjustified overcharging for energy of those not on gas mains and those with
prepayment meters.

This Council welcomes Ofgem’s belated recognition that energy firms are not doing
enough to reduce people’s fuel bills, but believes they should do more.

Ofgem began a six-week consultation on changes to the suppliers’ licences this month.
This Council notes with concern that people in Brighton & Hove are struggling to heat
their homes and pay their bills now, but the Government’s regulator is not likely take any
decisions until the end of February.
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The National Housing Federation report stated that customers using these meters
typically paid £150 more a year than those paying by direct debit, and around £60 more
than those who paid quarterly by cash or cheque. EDF, British Gas and Scottish and
Southern Energy still charge gas pre-payment customers higher rates than their other
customers.

This Council believes that the Government needs to do more to support the introduction
of ‘smart meters’ in people’s homes. Smart meters cover both electricity and gas use
(and can also cover water use), and offer accurate real-time information on households
usage, allowing for accurate billing. Studies suggest smart meters offer a potential to
deliver sustained energy savings of 5% to 10% for customers, and make people more
conscious of their energy usage.

This motion asks that all members of the council;

« Call on Ed Miliband to take real, effective action to make energy companies act more
responsibly, which the Government has so far failed to do.

+ Support tougher action, in the form of legislation if energy companies fail to fairly
regulate their energy prices, and refuse to stop targeting the most vulnerable
members of our community.

« Support the positive action taken by companies like Scottish Power who have
already moved their prepayment tariffs in line with all other price plans.

* Recognise that despite the increase in Winter Fuel Allowance in 2008, which
ensured that all people over 60 received up to £250 and up to £400 for people over
80, older people still make up a significant proportion of the people suffering fuel
poverty.

+ Welcome action by energy companies that have set up energy trusts or charities,
such as British Gas energy trust and EDF energy trust which offer financial
assistance and advice to low income families and individuals that are struggling to
pay their bills.

» Support the government-funded Warm Front scheme which aims to make homes
warmer and more energy-efficient, by providing packages of insulation and heating
improvements up to the value of £2,700 (or £4,000 if oil central heating is
recommended).

It therefore requests the Chief Executive to write:

1. Calling on the Government to take action to end this ‘therm tax’ levied by the energy
companies on pre-payment customers, who are generally people on low incomes
struggling to make ends meet.

2. Calling on the city’s three MPs to urge the Government to take action to end this
iniquitous ‘therm tax’.

3. Responding to Ofgem’s consultation, entitled ‘Addressing unfair price differentials’,
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52.19

(e)
52.20

(f)
52.21

52.22

52.23

on the council’s behalf urging it to take stronger action against energy companies.

4. Calling on the Government to introduce ‘smart meters’ to help people suffering fuel
poverty reduce their energy bills.

5. Calling on the Government to make every energy company to offer social tariffs to
vulnerable households and provide information on energy bills that clearly shows
customers whether they are on the cheapest tariff offered by their energy company.”

The motion was carried.

Pre-Payment Meters

The Mayor noted that following the submission of the composite notice of motion in (d)
above, the notice of motion had been withdrawn.

Wind Turbines

The Notice of Motion as detailed in the agenda was proposed by Councillor Morgan and
seconded by Councillor Hawkes.

Councillor Cobb moved an amendment, seconded by Councillor Steedman, which was
accepted by Councillor Morgan.

The Mayor then put the following Notice of Motion as amended to the vote:

“This Council welcomes in principle the plans announced by the Government and the
Crown Estate to spend £180 million, in conjunction with the private sector, on the
placement of wind turbines off the Sussex Coast.

This council believes that the turbines would be a major addition to sustainable energy
generation in the South East, providing up to 500 megawatts an hour for the National
Grid and forming part of the national goal of 25 gigawatts by 2020.

Furthermore, this council welcomes the economic benefits and creation of ‘green-collar’
jobs that an offshore wind farm would potentially bring to Brighton & Hove, and
endeavours to do everything possible to maximise these benefits for the City’s
residents.

This Council also welcomes the work currently being carried out to consider the merits
of setting up a local Energy Service Company (ESCO) in Brighton & Hove. This would
not only utilise localised renewable energy sources but would also potentially lead to
reduced energy bills for council house tenants.

This Council believes that increasing use of sustainable forms of energy including wind,

tidal and solar generation will reduce our use of fossil fuel and give much needed help to
the U.K. in meeting its target of producing 20% of its energy from renewable sources by

2020. The UK’s current renewal energy production is only 4.6%.
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This Council requests that the Chief Executive write to the Crown Estate and the
Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, the Rt Hon Ed Miliband MP,
expressing our support for the offshore wind farm plans and asking how Brighton &
Hove can facilitate the development in order to make most economic benefit from it.”

52.24 The motion was carried.

(g) Retail

52.25 The Notice of Motion as detailed in the agenda was proposed by Councillor Steedman
and seconded by Councillor Kennedy.

52.26 Councillor Kemble moved an amendment, seconded by Councillor Smith, which was put
to the vote by the Mayor and carried.

52.27 The Mayor then put the following Notice of Motion as amended to the vote:

“This Council gives its fullest support to Brighton and Hove’s unique, independent
traders and wishes to ensure their long term viability.

This Council notes that:

o Brighton and Hove’s smaller, independent traders are central to the appeal of the
city to visitors and residents alike, and thus central to the creation and retention of
local jobs;

o The recession is making life particularly tough for these unique shops as people re-
evaluate their spending and the Council has recently launched a Be Local, Buy
Local campaign to support local traders; in addition to other positive council actions
which include:

- emergency ‘recession relief’ package

- establishment of the economic taskforce

- suspension of city centre roadworks over Christmas
- promotion of small business rate relief

- funding more business support clinics

e The Centre for Cities recently estimated that Brighton could lose between 2400 -
7400 jobs in the period to 2011, and 30 - 40% of these could come from the retail
and leisure sector;

e This council recognises that the economy is in a state of flux; however the Retail
Strategy 2006 identified capacity in Brighton & Hove for growth in convenience and
comparison retailers in the longer-term. In many cases independent and high street
retailers are not market competitors and a strong regional shopping centre is
important to attract shoppers and tourists who support the independent sector.

This Council therefore:
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52.28

(h)
52.29

52.30

52.31

53.

53.1

o Expresses its support for Brighton and Hove’s unique, independent retailers in
these difficult financial circumstances and the council’s proactive action to support
these important small businesses;

s  Acknowledges that the national and local economy is in a state of flux that may

affect economic assumptions in the short term. Once economic conditions have
stabilised for a sustained period, requests the Cabinet consider whether it would
be appropriate to take a fresh look at the assumptions behind, and conclusions of,
the present Retail Strategy (a key background document to the emerging Local
Development Framework), to make certain that they are still sound.”

The motion was carried.

Easing the City’s Housing Crisis

The Notice of Motion as detailed in the agenda was proposed by Councillor Randall and
seconded by Councillor West.

The Mayor then put the following Notice of Motion to the vote:

“This council notes with regret the calamitous effects of the recession on the city’s

regeneration programme, which has left many development sites in Brighton and Hove

in limbo and the affordable house-building programme in disarray.

It also notes the empty buildings on some these sites, which could be used to help

tackle the city’s housing crisis by providing homes for some of the 11,000 households

with their names on the Brighton and Hove housing waiting list and the many more who
fill the ranks of the hidden homeless in the city.

The council therefore asks:

1.  The Cabinet to consider the possibilities of carrying out an audit of all development
sites to indentify any buildings that could be brought back into use on a temporary
basis for housing and other purposes.

2. The Chief Executive write to the government and the Housing and Communities
Agency to make short-life funding available through the social housing programme
2008/11 to make suitable buildings habitable as homes.

3. The Chief Executive to write to the city’s three MPs to support the council’s call for
short-life funding.”

The motion was lost.

REFERRED NOTICES OF MOTION

The mayor noted that the Notice of Motion, concerning senior staff salaries had been
referred to the Governance Committee for consideration under procedural rule 8.2
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53.2

54.

54.1

54.2

54.3

54.4

54.5

55.

55.1

55.2

56.

56.1

The information noted.

NOTICES OF MOTION REPORTED TO COUNCIL FOR INFORMATION ONLY

The Mayor noted that the Notice of Motion as detailed in the agenda had been referred
to the Environment Cabinet Member meeting held on the 11 December 2008, and the
decision taken was being reported back to the council for information in accordance with
Procedural Rule 24.

The information was noted.

The Mayor noted that the meeting would need to move into closed session prior to the
consideration of the next item and therefore proposed a five minute adjournment.

The meeting was then adjourned at 9.05pm

The Mayor reconvened the meeting at 9.10pm

EQUAL PAY - EXEMPT CATEGORIES 4 & 5

The Council considered a joint report of the Director of Strategy & Governance and
Interim Director of Finance & Resources, together with an extract from the proceedings
of the Governance Committee meeting held on the 13" January 2009, which contained
exempt information as defined in paragraphs 4 and 5 of Schedule 12A to the Local
Government Act 1972 (as amended), concerning Equal Pay.

RESOLVED - That the recommendations contained in the report be approved.

TO CONSIDER WHETHER OR NOT THE ABOVE ITEM AND ANY DECISIONS
THEREON SHOULD REMAIN EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE TO THE PRESS AND
PUBLIC.

RESOLVED - That the above item and the decisions thereon remain exempt from
disclosure to the press public.

The meeting concluded at 10.20pm

50



COUNCIL 29 JANUARY 2009

Signed Chairman

Dated this day of
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